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STATEMENT OF POLICY

Opinions expressed in signed articles appearing in The Straight 
Word are those of the author alone and not necessarily of the 
Burlington Coutny Bar Asosciation, its officers, or its Board of 
Trustees.

The existence of the Burlington County Bar Association is 
made possible by your financial support. However, our success in 
fostering professional growth and improving the practice 
depends on your participation in meetings, programs, seminars, 
and the work of committees, as well as your support of The 
Straight Word by way of suggestions and contributions. 
Contributions are welcome, subject to the deadline of the 10th day 
of each month. The Straight Word is published ten times a year. 
The right to edit and publish is reserved.
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Presidential Farewell
     It has truly been an honor to serve as Bar President this year. The Burlington
County Bar Association has been an instrumental part of my legal career since
high school when I was a student in the Mock Trial Competition. As a young law
clerk, I met local attorneys, many of whom I call friends today. The Bar
Association provided me with critical mentorship as I built my practice, and now,
the Bar Association continues to shape who I am as a leader and attorney. 

   I was thrilled to work this year on building our membership. Our Bar
Association membership increased significantly, with new members joining and
previous members renewing. We have had steady and increased attendance at
events. The events, and the growth of our Bar Association, would not be possible
without the leadership of our Executive Director, Lisette Gonzalez. Thank you,
Lisette, for always thinking outside the box, taking on new responsibility and
making the Burlington County Bar Association known throughout the State Bar
and nationally, throughout the American Bar Association. As our new
Assignment Judge Cook says, in Burlington the “B” stands for “Better,” and
Lisette achieves this aspiration for our Bar Association.

JUNE 2025 President’s Message 
 Megan knowlton Balne, esq.



JUNE 2025 President’s Message 
 Megan knowlton Balne, esq. (CONT.)

     It was also a privilege to be able to work with the Courts and the schools on
giving back to our community by launching the Bar Association’s Civics
Education Initiative. We now have a curriculum on Civics Education for Middle
School and High School. We have attorneys and Judges from Burlington County
ready to go into our schools and help bring this important component of
education to our local students. I want to thank Judge Covert, the Bench, our Law
Clerks, and Court Staff, particularly Sarah Chavez, for making this vision for my
Presidential Term a reality. And I am thrilled that our incoming President, Diana
Sever, will continue to work with our Judiciary and our Bar to continue the Civics
Initiative next year.

    I look forward to Diana’s leadership of our Bar Association. She has been
dedicated to Burlington County since the beginning of her legal career. Like me,
Diana is a Judge Bookbinder law clerk. She is smart, dedicated and ready to
continue the growth, professionalism and camaraderie of the Bar Association. 

     Thank you for all the support you gave me this year and together, let us look
forward to another great year ahead for the Burlington County Bar Association.

Megan Knowlton Balne
President 2024-25

Burlington County Bar Association



In May, I attended an American Wine Society tasting for the Princeton Chapter. The theme was wines 
from Argentina and Chile.  

The first course was shrimp ceviche. Four white wines were paired with this course: 2020 Alta Vista 
Estate Torrontes, 2024 Carmen Reserva Frida Kahlo Sauvignon Blanc, 2023 Altaland Chardonnay, and 
2022 Montes Alpha Chardonnay. Due to the citrus-y nature of the ceviche, the Torrontes and the 
Sauvignon Blanc were the best wine pairings. The Chardonnays, while decent, were not acidic enough to 
stand up to the ceviche. 

The 2020 Alta Vista Torrontes is from Argentina. Torrontes is a white grape variety grown almost 
exclusively in Argentina. The best Torrontes come from Salta in the Mendoza region, as this one does. 
Torrontes is a highly aromatic grape, with good acidity yet rounded mouthfeel. It pairs naturally with 

seafood. This bottle had aromas of white flowers and honeysuckle on the nose, 
and flavors of orange and lemon on the palate. This is probably the last year this 
wine should be held until, as it’s already 5 years old, and it’s produced to be 
consumed young. 14.5% ABV; available for $19 at Bottle Republic.  

The 2024 Vina Carmen Reserva Frida Kahlo Sauvignon Blanc paired the best with 
the shrimp ceviche, in my opinion. Vina Carmen is considered the oldest winery 
in Chile, founded in the Central Valley in 1850 by Christian Lanz. Lemon, 
honeysuckle, white flowers, and some grassy notes on the nose continued on the 
palate, and reminded me more of a Bordeaux Sauvignon Blanc than a New 
Zealand one. 12.5% ABV; a steal for only $15 at Total Wine and More. 

The second course was grilled flank steak with chimichurri sauce, roasted 
potatoes, and green beans. Four red wines were paired with this course: 2023 Vina Carmen Gran 
Reserva Carménère, 2019 Alta Vista Alizarine Malbec, 2019 Mascota Vineyards Unamine, and 2022 
Lapostolle Cuvée Alexandre Cabernet Sauvignon. The Unanime and the Cabernet Sauvignon were the 
best pairings with the steak.  

The Mascota Vineyards Unanime Gran Viño Tinto is from 
the Uco Valley in Argentina. Comprised of 60% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 25% Malbec, and 15% Cabernet Franc, all 
sustainably-farmed. Aromas of licorice, blueberry, black 
currant, and dried herbs combine with silky tannins and a 
lengthy finish. A great value for $25.99 at Total Wine and 
More.  

Lapostolle Winery is in the Apalto region of the Colchagua 
Valley of Chile, located about two hours south of Santiago, 
between the Coastal Cordillera mountain range and the 
Pacific Ocean. Their grapes are 100% hand-harvested, and 
the vines average 60 years old. The 2022 Lapostolle Cuvee 
Alexandre Cabernet Sauvignon contains grapes from the El Condor vineyard, which is protected on 
three sides by hills, and on the fourth, by the Tinguiririca River. The Cuvée Alexandre contains 88% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Carménère, and 2% Petit Verdot aged in French oak barrels (17% new, 83% 
second-fourth use) for 14 months before bottling. Aromas of fresh cherries and black currants continue 
on the palate, with a longer, complex finish. This was my favorite wine of the tasting, and a steal at 
$23.99 from Total Wine and More. 14.5% ABV. 

I have to admit I don’t drink a lot of South American wines, but I was impressed with the quality 
and values of these wines. ¡Salud!

Wine Column for June 2025 by Janice L. Heinold, Esq. 
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Burlington County Bar Association 
**UPDATE Your Information ONLY** 

(Please Type or Print Clearly) 

Name:  

Firm Name:  

Office Address:  

Office Phone:  Cell #:  

Office E-mail:  Personal E-mail: 

Home Address: 

Signature: Date: 

If you would like to make changes to your Committee Selections, please indicate so below. 

I am interested in (check all that apply):  Diversity, Inclusion and Leadership Committee
 Civil Practice Section

 Construction Law Sub-
committee

 Employment Sub-
committee 

 Personal Injury Sub-
committee

 Criminal Practice Section
 Family Part Section
 General Equity Section
Municipal Court Section
 Probate/Estate Planning Section
 CDR/ADR Committee
 Continuing Legal Education

Committee
 Debtor/Creditor/Bankruptcy

Committee

 Education
 Federal Practice Committee
 Immigration
 Lawyer Referral/Pro Bono/Legal Services Committee
 Local Government Committee
Military Law Committee
Mock Trial Committee
 Professionalism Committee
 Real Estate Committee
 Senior Attorneys Committee
 Special Civil Part/Landlord-Tenant Committee
Wellness
Women in the Profession Committee
Workers’ Compensation Committee
 Young Lawyers Committee

Return the completed form to:  
Burlington County Bar Association 

 137 High Street, Floor 3 
 Mount Holly, NJ 08060 
 Phone: 609.261.4542 

 Fax: 609.261.5423  
Scan/Email: bcba@burlcobar.org 







July 10
5-9PM
@ the home of
Doug Heinold 
& Tracy SHields

per 
couple

Foundation
Supporters
$60/$100
50/50 raffles

ItaliaN
LakesiDE
summerSoirée

191 Peshekee trail
medford lakes, 
NJ

Burlington County Bar
Foundation’s annual

“Christmas in July” fundraiser

Cocktails
negronis,bŸr,
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Antipasti
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What The IRS Wants To Know About Attorneys & The Way You Practice 

Submitted by Martin H. Abo, CPA/ABV/CVA/CFF 

A few years back, Marty Abo presented a seminar for the New Jersey State Bar Association and several 
local bar associations with the caption above. Now, we weren’t trying to scare anyone, but did you know 
there is a special IRS manual dealing exclusively in auditing lawyers? Frankly, we thought the 
presentation was of interest for attorneys from large firms, smaller firms, practicing solo, and even in-
house counsel who think they might eventually retire and hang up a shingle, part-time or full-time. We 
wanted to share our insight and to show some of the actual tools the IRS use and even by oversight 
departments, like the Office of Attorney Ethics (OAE) here in New Jersey.  

Anyway, we thought it’s a good time to revisit the topic as they had updated the attorney audit technique 
guide in the interim. Anyone wanting a copy of the audit guide needs only to request it from us.   

The IRS’s Market Segment Specialization Program (MSSP) focused on developing highly trained 
examiners for a particular market segment. A market segment may be a profession, such as what we 
are focusing on in this article, or industries like construction, retail, or entertainment, or perhaps an 
issue like passive activity losses. The MSSP is an auditing approach used by the IRS since 1993 and 
is designed to examine and evaluate how businesses operate. It divides taxpayers into industry-specific 
segments rather than groups based on the type of return or income level of the taxpayer. Agents are 
trained in certain areas of business or market segments, which IRS believes will result in more effective 
audits and improved audit selection. 

An integral part of the approach used was the development and publication of Audit Techniques Guides. 
These Guides contain examination techniques, common and unique industry issues, business 
practices, industry terminology, and other information to assist the IRS in performing examinations. 

Lisette Gonzalez
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They put together officers to determine what type of audit issues exist. 

Agents have been trained in specific market segments, such as attorneys, to become specialists in 
those areas. They then conduct audits within that market segment regardless of the form of 
organization, whether it is a proprietorship, partnership, S corporation, C corporation, limited liability 
company, or trust. 

Sooo…A FEW PASSING OBSERVATIONS REGARDING THE ATTORNEY AUDIT GUIDE 

• Sources of returns selected for examination include Martindale Hubbell Directory, yellow pages,
county and state bar directories, nonfiler programs coordinated with states, and from other IRS
examination groups, including C.I.D.

• Examinations appear concentrated on smaller firms where internal controls tend to be lax.

• Examiner’s concerns arise with funds or other forms of income bypassing the general account.
For example, some attorneys have cashed trust or fee checks or deposited them directly into
personal or investment accounts. The lawyer’s particular specialization also grabs the attention
of examiners (i.e. personal injury practice more prone to result in client costs advanced
adjustment; criminal and immigration attorney’s increased access to cash receipts; real estate
attorneys may receive deeds in lieu of fees; security or tax attorneys may receive an equity
interest for services rendered; legal services performed for non-deductible products or services
received in barter, etc.).

• Examiners are utilizing available audit techniques to identify the law firm’s attempt to defer
income by allowing fees to remain in the trust account until the following year.

• As the MSSP training manual for attorneys points out, the initial interview by the examiner is
perhaps the most important step of the audit process. You’ll want to take a look at the IRS’s
Initial Interview Outline to illustrate just how industry and lawyer-specific their probing has
become.

Although our primary attention here has been with the audit training guide focusing on lawyers, we 
should mention that the IRS has identified an exhaustive and ever-growing list of industries, businesses, 
and issues for which it has or will be developing similar guides. As of April 30, 2025, we noted 26 such 
audit guides in use.  

In the ad for the seminars, I suggested that the attendees bring their accountant and, if they wouldn’t 
pay for the accountant to come, I offered to. Regardless, you may wish to take your CPA out to lunch 
and go over the entirety of the guide with him or her. Just sayin’… 

Abo and Company, LLC and its affiliate, Abo Cipolla Financial Forensics, LLC, Certified Public 
Accountants – Litigation and Forensic Accountants, are Featured Business Partners of the Burlington 
County Bar Association. The above article was retrieved from the “E-mail alerts” disseminated to 
clients and friends of the firm. With offices in Mount Laurel and Morrisville, PA, tips like the above can 
also be accessed by going to the firm's website at www.aboandcompany.com  or by calling 856-222-
4723 if you would like to be placed on their email list. 

http://www.aboandcompany.com/
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EATING 
---- LAW FIRM 

/iii Employment Law

� Personal Injury

m Civil Litigation

7 E. Main Street, Ste. 2A 

Moorestown, NJ 08057 

CALL TODAY 

856-519-5011



Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Mediation |Arbitration | Discovery Master | Hearing Officer 

Louis R. Meloni, J.S.C. (Ret.) 
Phone: 856-985-4042 
lmeloni@parkermccay.com 

www.ParkerMcCay.com 

Specializing in: 

Commercial Litigation 
Employment Disputes 
Personal Injury Matters 
Professional Negligence 

Would you like to help the New Jersey legal system become better?
Burlington County (District IIIB) and The New Jersey Office of Attorney Ethics is accepting applications from 
attorneys and the general public to serve on the District IIIB Fee Arbitration Committee, which works to 
resolve fee disputes between clients and attorneys in Burlington county. If you are a Burlington County attorney,  
this would satisfy your Madden requirements. The committee consists of attorneys and members of the public who 
are appointed by the New Jersey Supreme Court to serve four-year terms. Public members are particularly 
important to the committee because they bring an indispensable and invaluable perspective to the process.

The Supreme Court of New Jersey established the fee arbitration process as a low-cost and efficient 
method to resolve disputes in which litigants October believe their lawyers have charged unreasonable 
fees and have not been able to resolve the disagreement privately with the attorney. District fee arbitration 
committees throughout New Jersey are maintained by volunteers, with the goal of resolving, through binding 
arbitration, attorney fee disputes. Committee candidates should expect to spend a maximum of one afternoon 
per month hearing fee arbitration matters. At this time hearings are being held via Zoom, which is an added 
convenience.

Candidates are eligible to serve on the District IIIB Fee Arbitration Committee if they reside or maintain an office in 
Burlington County. Since 1979, fee arbitration committees have been composed of both attorneys and public 
members who volunteer their time. Most fee arbitration cases are heard before panels of three members composed of 
two attorneys and one public member. The hearings are confidential and conducted in private. An appointed or 
elected county, state or federal officeholder and individuals presently employed as a state, county or federal 
prosecutor or employed by any law enforcement agency are not eligible to serve on the committee. 
Please send email requesting more information to FeeArb@aafnjlaw.com or jennifer@aafnjlaw.com.
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TITLE
INSURANCE
SERVICES

INDUSTRY OF EXPERTS

Surety's thorough title searches, title 
clearance and title insurance policies 
help to produce clear property titles and 
enable the efficient transfer of real 
estate. As one of the largest local title 
insurance companies in New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania, Surety also offers title 
insurance and settlement services 
throughout the United States.



Katherine Constantine Blinn, Esquire, has joined
Rosenberg Perry & Associates, LLC.

Mrs. Blinn will be appearing throughout Central and Southern New Jersey & 
is accepting referrals for Criminal & Municipal Court,

DUI/DWI and Restraining Order matters.

(609) 216-7400
kblinn@RosenbergPerry.com



Dear Members of the Burlington County Bar Association,

I am soliciting volunteers for Supreme Court appointment to our local District Ethics Committee. This 
is an extremely prestigious and important committee that performs a valuable service for our local 
attorneys, and we hope to get as many names as possible for consideration by the New Jersey Supreme 
Court for appointment to this next term of service. I hope that you will consider giving your time in 
service to your colleagues, our Bar, and our profession, in this valuable role. 

If you are interested, click on this link to complete the form https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/
files/forms/12967_oae_vol_form.pdf (copy and paste link)

or please forward your resume to elizabeth.piston@njcourts.gov and state your interest as soon as 
possible and thank you for your consideration of this request.



Burlington Vicinage 
Civil Jury Trial Verdicts –January 2025  

    Page 1 of 1 

Parties Type of Case Date of  Judge Arbitration Award             OUTCOME 

Verdict 

Landcor Holdings v. Evesham cons w/ complex comm trial cont. Ferrelli N/A trial continuing 2/3/25 
Multi-week trial from 10/21/24 

Landcor Holdings v. Brown Jr.  
Attorneys:  P:David Dahan, Esq., and P: Megan Knowlton Balne, Esq. ; D: Martin Haber, Esq. Richard Angowski, Esq., and Marvin Haber, Esq. 
L-1619-20 cons w/ L-854-20

Lisette Gonzalez
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Burlington Vicinage 
Civil Jury Trial Verdicts – April 2025  

    Page 1 of 1 

Parties Type of Case Date of Judge OUTCOME 
Verdict 

Crosthwait vs. Capitol Woodwork LLC Whistleblower 4/15/25 Ferrelli verdicts for plaintiff as follows:   
Mortensen Woodworking Mid-Atlantic, LLC  4/17/25 4/15/25 – compensatory $1,061,031.00 (all defendants) 
d/b/a Faritrak, FTMA Enterprises, LLC,  4/17/25 – punitive $200,000.00 (Palko) 
and Richard Palko, L-2464-19 
Attorneys:  P: Christopher Eibler, Esq., Andrew Dwyer, Esq.; 

 D: Laura Ruccolo, Esq. 



LLaaw Ofw Offificeces of Andrs of Andreew Ballerw Balleriniini

535 R535 Routoute 38 e 38  Suit Suite 328 e 328  Ch Chererrry Hill NJ 08002y Hill NJ 08002
856.665.7856.665.71140 40   BallerBalleriniLiniLaaww.com.com

       Brain Aneurysm Hip SpineSpine       elbow             pressure Ulcer

Andrew A. Ballerini
Certifi ed Civil Trial Attorney
Million Dollar Advocates Forum 
Member

Richard J. Talbot
Certifi ed Civil Trial Attorney

Million Dollar Advocates Forum Member 
N.J.A.J. Board of Governors

A.A.J. Nursing Home Litigation Group 
Member

Relentless
Representation

Accepting Referrals of Serious and 
Catastrophic Injury Cases 

Including:

Nursing Home
Medical Malpractice 

Product Liability Premises 
Liability

Truck/Automobile Injuries

As Certified Civil Trial Attorneys, we will pay 1/3 referral fees to 
attorneys who give us the opportunity to serve their clients

Case Results
• $400K Recovery - Pain & Suff ering for Fatal Fire ($375K Verdict, $25K 
Settlement)
• $500K Jury Verdict - Excess Over Allstate Policy - 7 Ortho Visits

Nursing Home Cases
• $500K Nursing Home/Hospital Neglect - Pressure Ulcers

• • $750K Nursing Home Neglect During Rehab Admission - Infected 
Pressure Ulcer-Surgery

• $950K Nursing Home Neglect - Failure to Recognize & Act Upon Signs of 
Stroke$400K Nursing Home Neglect - Pressure Ulcer Developed on Cancer 
Patient

• During Rehab Admission
• $300K Nursing Home Neglect/Violations of Rights - Bedsores for About 40 

Days
• $300K Nursing Home Neglect/Violation of Rights - Medication Error -

Hypoglycemic Event
• $550K Nursing Home Neglect/Violation of Rights - Fractured Hip During 

Transfer - Pressure Ulcers
• $850K Nursing Home Neglect/Violation of Rights - Bedsores
• $950K Nursing Home Neglect/Violation of Rights - Hypoglycemia
• $350K Judgment Aft er Jury Verdict - Nursing Home Neglect - 

Hyperglycemia 
o  No Permanency

• $400K Plus Judgment Aft er Jury Verdict - Nursing Home Violations of 
Rights and Negligence Proven

We are proud to be sponsors of the Burlington County Bar Association. 
As part of this program, we offer member lawyers our most prized assets:  
our time, our insight and our expertise. Should you wish to confer on a 
complex technical issue, or simply get a second opinion, we welcome 
the conversation. 

Remember! It doesn’t cost you anything to call us on a matter. It 
May cost you dearly by not calling us on that matter.  We can 

help, so why not give us a call!
We have carefully focused and developed our practice to specialize in 
the complexities of tax planning and compliance; financial consulting; 
accounting and review services; estate planning and compliance. We 
assist our judiciary and legal colleagues in any and all matters involving 
your clients or you personally.

• Contract disputes
• Matrimonial litigation
• Shareholder disputes &

partnership dissolutions
• Lost profit claims & damage

measurement
• Business interruption claims
• Business valuations
• Fraud investigations

South Jersey Office 
307 Fellowship Road, Ste 202  

Mount Laurel, NJ 08054 

North Jersey Office
851 Franklin Lake Road

Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417
(856) 222-4723 (201) 490-1117

www.aboandcompany.com

• Critique of other expert reports
and Interrogatory assistance

• Document requests &
productions

• Arbitration and Mediation
• Tax related valuations
• Lost earnings from wrongful

death, termination or personal
injury claims

Abo and Company, LLC 
Abo Cipolla Financial Forensics, LLC

Certified Public Accountants / Litigation & Forensic Consultants
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HON. MICHAEL J. HOGAN, P. J. Ch. (Ret.)
General Equity • Estate • Probate 

Environment • Land Use • Complex Business • Employment 
Disputes with government entities & agencies

Call or email for further information:  609.351.3144 
michaelhogan.jsc.ret@gmail.com • PO Box 1536 Medford, NJ 08055

Special Master • Case Management • Hearing Officer
DISPUTE 

RESOLUTION
MEDIATION & 
ARBITRATION
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Employment Ad

"Part time Bookkeeper wanted for Mt. Holly law 
office. 

Approximately  5 hrs. /wk.  

Duties include Payroll, Bill pay and reconciling 
Business and Trust Accounts.

Contact: Robert Rupinski 

rfrlaw@gmail.com 609-2617677. “
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Wine Pick by Janice L. Heinold, Esq. 


Earlier this month, I was invited to a special afterparty for American Wine Society Members.  Around 
twenty tasters brought a special bottle and told the group why they chose it, before everyone tasted it.  
These are wines that cost more than my usual recommendations, but you may be looking for a nicer 
bottle to gift this time of year.  


I brought a 2018 LaDoix “Les Gréshons” Premiere Cru from Domaine Michel 
Mallard. This Domaine is located in the commune of Ladoix-Serrigny, which 
includes part of the famous Corton hill, located in the Côte de Beaune in 
Burgundy. The Les Gréshons vineyard is at the top of a hill with a south facing 
slope. The name Gréshons comes from the French word for gravel (grève), 
and mineral terroir is certainly reflected in this wine. The wine is aged 15 
months in 50% new oak. Aromas of white peach and dried apricot, with 
refreshing minerality and lemon pith on the finish. I bought this several years 
ago, but it can be purchased online for around $60. 


 


Another bottle that stood out to me was a 2007 Montevetrano Colli di 
Salerno Rosso.  This IGT wine from Campania is a blend of 60% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, and 10% Aglianico; basically a Super Campania rather 
than a Super Tuscan. The wine has aromas of blackberries, spice, leather, and 
tobacco on the nose, and full-bodied with elegant, silky tannins on the palate. 
A really elegant wine. Online, I found other vintages selling between $60-90 a 
bottle.  If you buy a vintage more recent than 2015, I would hold it a few 
years to let the tannins smooth out to the levels I tasted it at, or decant it for 
at least several hours before drinking. 


  


Another memorable bottle was a 1998 Chateau 
Dauzac from the Left Bank commune of Margaux. 
Margaux produces some of my favorite Bordeaux, as 


their wines tend to be more elegant and feminine. Chateau Dauzac is a 5th 
Growth Grand Cru Classé wine, according to the 1855 Bordeaux classification.  
The vineyards overlook the Gironde river, and benefit from its influence of 
cooling in the summer and warming in the winter. This wine had the usual 
cassis aromas typical of Bordeaux, with ripe cherries, tobacco, leather and tar,  
which carried through on the palate. This elegant wine has silky tannins and a 
long, complex finish, typical of Margaux. More recent vintages can be found 
online between $50-70, which you can buy and hold.  


Wishing you all a merry holiday season, and a happy and healthy New Year, with lots of good wine to 
drink! Cheers! 


 







